
ADH Update on 
State Stewardship 

Efforts
Jordan Murdoch, PharmD, AAHIVP

Stewardship Lead | HAI program

HIV Pharmacist | Ryan White Program

Arkansas Department of Health

11/3/2023



Learning Objectives

• Gain insights into the initiatives, strategies, and challenges related to 
antibiotic stewardship efforts in Arkansas.

• Explore the prevalence and trends of Multidrug-Resistant Organisms 
(MDROs) in the state of Arkansas.



Pathogens listed with a     have been identified in Arkansas from HAI reports



Oral antibiotic prescriptions dispensed in 
outpatient pharmacies in 2021

• National average: 
636

• Arkansas ranks as 
the 6th highest 
prescribing state

Antibiotic Use & Stewardship | A.R. & Patient Safety Portal (cdc.gov)

https://arpsp.cdc.gov/profile/antibiotic-use?tab=outpatient-antibiotic-use




SHARP Antibiotic Stewardship    
Hospital Activities

• Analyze Arkansas antibiotic use data and report trends and correlations to 
describe targeted areas for education.
• Data pulled from NHSN AUR and Arkansas All-Payer Claims Database (APCD)

• Increase to 50 SASI visits per year focused on Hospital and Long-Term Care 
setting
• Priority given to hospitals who report not meeting all 7 core elements on NHSN Annual 

Survey

• Serve as resource network connecting stewardship leads to address common barriers



SHARP Antibiotic Stewardship  
Outpatient Activities 

• Analyze Arkansas antibiotic use data and report trends and correlations to 
describe targeted areas for education.
• APCD and CMS Medicare Part D datasets

• Funding received for training of ADH staff on analysis of APCD

• Notify outpatient providers who are identified as the top 5% of antibiotic 
prescribers and include outpatient stewardship education resources

• Maintain contact list of outpatient providers prescribing antibiotics
• Initial focus on top 5% of antibiotic prescribers

• Innovative antibiotic stewardship collaboratives focusing on outpatient and 
long-term care setting
• Support for two stewardship collaboratives per grant year

• Each to be awarded $50,000 



SHARP Antibiotic Stewardship  
Long Term Care Activities

• Conduct survey of Long-Term Care facilities to evaluate status of stewardship 
implementation

• Increase to 50 SASI visits per year focused on Hospital and Nursing Home 
settings
• Priority given to LTC facilities who do not meet all 7 core elements per HAI generated 

ICAR and survey data.
• F881 CMS citations and presence of MDRO outbreak will also be used to prioritize visits 

• Innovative antibiotic stewardship collaboratives focusing on outpatient and 
long-term care setting
• Support two stewardship collaboratives per grant year

• Each to be awarded $50,000 



Analyze 

Arkansas antibiotic use data 
to drive stewardship 

collaboration and education.

• APCD and CMS Medicare 
Part D datasets

• Budget To train ADH 
staff on analysis of 
APCD

Outpatient Antibiotic Stewardship Activities 

Collaborate 
with focus on outpatient and long-term setting

• Provider-to-provider education and local 
data generation 

• Budget support for two stewardship 
collaboratives per grant year

Notify 

top 10% of antibiotic prescribing 
outpatient providers, include 
stewardship education and resources.

• Maintain provider contact list
Complement 

AR Medicaid PCMH 

APCD – All Payer Claims Database

PCMH – Patient Centered Medical Home



Hospital Pharmacist Needs Assessment Survey

• Follows the 2017 needs 
assessment survey

• Currently in final drafting 
stages

• Expected release date 
December ‘23 – January ‘24

• Responses are used to 
guide statewide 
stewardship efforts





Public Health Awareness - Syphilis

https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/c313d7c1ccff44aeb88ba402bdb9228e/page/STD%2FSTI/?views=Outbreak-Information
Data Publicly Available at: 

https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/c313d7c1ccff44aeb88ba402bdb9228e/page/STD%2FSTI/?views=Outbreak-Information


Public Health Awareness - Syphilis

https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/c313d7c1ccff44aeb88ba402bdb9228e/page/STD%2FSTI/?views=Outbreak-Information
Data Publicly Available at: 

https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/c313d7c1ccff44aeb88ba402bdb9228e/page/STD%2FSTI/?views=Outbreak-Information


Public Health Awareness -Tuberculosis

• Tuberculosis is a bacterial infection that has never gone away

• Most people think it only affects the lungs, but TB can be in many parts of the 
body

• TB spreads through droplets in the air when you cough, sneeze, laugh, or sing

• Symptoms:
• Cough for 3 weeks or longer

• Coughing up blood

• Fever

• Night sweats

• Chest pain

• Weight loss

• Fatigue



TB in Arkansas

• There were 68 active (contagious) 
TB cases in Arkansas in 2022

• The number of cases in Arkansas is 
increasing every year

Outbreak data from a single county
• Began in 2021 

• 2021 – 4 active cases

• 2022 – 4 active cases

• 2023 – 19 active cases

• 14 cases have already been hospitalized 
(4 were pediatric cases)

• If you have TB, the specialists at the 
Arkansas Department of Health are your 
medical providers 

• Invite ADH to speak to your employees, 
coworkers, civic groups, and organizations 
by calling 
• 870-217-2500
• Susan.Cooley@arkansas.gov



Syphilis 

• Clinical consultation contact
   Thomasine Kelley RN
       Program Nurse Coordinator
       Office: 501-280-4532
       Cell: 501-313-8147
       Fax: 501-661-2845
       Thomasine.Kelley@arkansas.gov

• Data and programmatic contact
    Mallory Jayroe, M.S., CHES 
       Infectious Disease Epidemiology Supervisor
       501-280-4830
       Mallory.Jayroe@arkansas.gov 
    
    Kylie Chism, MPH
       STI Epidemiologist 
       501-534-6123
       Kylie.Chisum@arkansas.gov

Tuberculosis

• Patients diagnosed with TB
• Treated by specialists at the ADH who 

server as the medical provider

• Invite ADH to speak on TB  
Susan Cooley

Grants/Program Manager

Office: 501-682-6624

Cell: 870-217-2500

Susan.Cooley@arkansas.gov

ADH Assistance



Contact Information 

Megan DeLong, MPH

Antimicrobial Stewardship Epidemiologist 

Megan.DeLong@arkansas.gov 

501-614-5803

Jordan Murdoch, PharmD, AAHIVP

Antimicrobial Stewardship Pharmacist 

Jordan.Murdoch@arkansas.gov 

501-614-5362

HAI Program

ADH.HAI@arkansas.gov 

Ph: 501-280-4368

Fax: 501-614-5425

mailto:Megan.DeLong@arkansas.gov
mailto:Jordan.Murdoch@arkansas.gov
mailto:ADH.HAI@arkansas.gov
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